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to her family and the Hazel commu-
nity. She has demonstrated this dedi-
cation through her involvement in her 
church, her work as an extension coor-
dinator in Codington County and Ham-
lin County, and her service to the local 
4H chapter. In addition to all this, 
June and her husband run the family’s 
century farm. Clearly June reflects the 
qualities that make her deserving of 
this year’s 2007 Spirit of South Dakota 
award. 

I am proud to honor June James, 
along with her friends and family, in 
celebrating her 50 years of selfless dedi-
cation and service to the city of 
Hazel.∑ 

f 

HONORING THOMAS ‘‘EMMETT’’ 
KUEHL 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Thomas ‘‘Emmett’’ 
Kuehl. Thomas was a volunteer fire-
fighter for the Elkton Fire Depart-
ment. He served for 17 years and was an 
EMT for 16 years with the Elkton am-
bulance crew. He died at 38 years old on 
April 11, 2006, from injuries sustained 
while operating at the scene of a fire. 
The 26th National Fallen Firefighters 
Memorial Service is honoring Emmett 
as a fallen hero. 

Emmett was not only a brave fire-
fighter, he was a man dedicated to his 
local community. As a supporter of 
Elkton athletics, Emmett could be 
counted on to drive the ambulance for 
the Elkton football team. For his 16 
years of dedication to the team, the 
Elks dedicated their 2006 season to Em-
mett and finished runner-up in the 
class 9AA championships at the State 
tournament. 

Emmett was a great American, and 
his commitment to the people of 
Elkton was truly honorable. Today I 
rise with Emmett Kuehl’s family and 
friends to remember his selfless dedica-
tion and service to the Elkton commu-
nity and the State of South Dakota.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING KIM LARSON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Kim Larson for re-
ceiving the Supporter of the Year 
Award from the South Dakota Habitat 
for Humanity. This is a prestigious 
award that reflects her hard work and 
dedication to eliminating poverty 
around the world. It is also a reflection 
of the valuable role she has played in 
giving back to her local community. 

Kim Larson with Oahe Habitat for 
Humanity is Executive Assistant for 
the CEO of BankWest in Pierre where 
she is instrumental in providing serv-
icing on loans and facilitating the doc-
umentation for the partner families. 
Always available, Kim is able to keep 
Oahe Habitat representatives and the 
partner families informed. Kim has 
proven to be an integral part of the 
Oahe affiliate of Habitat for Humanity. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Kim Larson and to congratulate 
her on receiving this well-earned award 

and wish her continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING JERI LEMKE 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Jeri Lemke for re-
ceiving the Supporter of the Year 
Award from the South Dakota Habitat 
for Humanity. This is a prestigious 
award that reflects her hard work and 
dedication to eliminating poverty 
around the world. It is also a reflection 
of the valuable role she has played in 
giving back to her local community. 

Jeri Lemke with Okiciyapi Tipi 
Habitat for Humanity has worked to 
increase Habitat’s influence in her 
local community. She is always avail-
able to assist Habitat and provides 
helpful guidance. Okiciyapi Tipi, of the 
Eagle Butte community, has been 
transformed by Jeri and her fine lead-
ership. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Jeri Lemke and to congratulate 
her on receiving this well-earned award 
and wish her continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LOYOLA ACADEMY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Loyola Academy for 
receiving the Supporter of the Year 
Award from the South Dakota Habitat 
for Humanity. This is a prestigious 
award that reflects their hard work 
and dedication to eliminating poverty 
around the world. It is also a reflection 
of the valuable role they have played in 
giving back to their local community. 

Loyola is a Jesuit High School in 
Wilmette, IL. They have a long-
standing relationship with the Sicangu 
Tikanga Okiciyapi Habitat for Human-
ity. For 6 years, Loyola Academy has 
supported this affiliate, and this past 
year they provided three groups of vol-
unteers. Loyola Academy’s support has 
been instrumental in making progress 
in the area that is far reaching. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Loyola Academy and to congratu-
late them on receiving this well-earned 
award and wish them continued success 
in the years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING ARMOND ‘RED’ 
OLSON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize Armond ‘Red’ Olson for re-
ceiving the Supporter of the Year 
Award from the South Dakota Habitat 
for Humanity. This is a prestigious 
award that reflects his hard work and 
dedication to eliminating poverty 
around the world. It is also a reflection 
of the valuable role he has played in 
giving back to his local community. 

Armond Olson, known as Red, is with 
Dacotah Tipis Habitat for Humanity. 
He has served on the affiliate’s Board 
of Directors for 2 years and has been a 
volunteer for every phase of the con-
struction process. Since the beginning 

of the Dacotah Tipis Habitat affiliate 
program, Red has been an ambitious 
and inspiring supporter. He is a family 
man, and has been married for 37 years 
and has 3 children and 10 grand-
children. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Armond ‘Red’ Olson and to con-
gratulate him on receiving this well- 
earned award and wish him continued 
success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING LARRY PETERSON 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Larry Peterson for 
receiving the Supporter of the Year 
Award from the South Dakota Habitat 
for Humanity. This is a prestigious 
award that reflects his hard work and 
dedication to eliminating poverty 
around the world. It is also a reflection 
of the valuable role he has played in 
giving back to his local community. 

Larry Peterson is a valued volunteer 
with the Wiohanble Yuwita Habitat for 
Humanity. In Lakota, Wiohanble 
Yuwita translates into ‘‘Building 
Dreams’’ and Larry plays a vital role 
in building these dreams for the Habi-
tat for Humanity recipients. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Larry Peterson and to congratu-
late him on receiving this well-earned 
award and wish him continued success 
in the years to come.∑ 

f 

THRIVENT AID FOR LUTHERANS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Thrivent Aid for 
Lutherans for receiving the Supporter 
of the Year Award from the South Da-
kota Habitat for Humanity. This is a 
prestigious award that reflects their 
hard work and dedication to elimi-
nating poverty around the world. It is 
also a reflection of the valuable role 
they have played in giving back to 
their local community. 

Thrivent Aid for Lutherans is 
partnered with the Brookings Area 
Habitat for Humanity. With the sup-
port of innumerable meals and volun-
teer support, Thrivent, as well as all 
Lutheran churches in Brookings, has 
been responsible for great gains in 
Habitat goals. They have even enlisted 
the support of Lutheran churches out-
side of the county. Over the past year, 
two homes were funded and con-
structed using Thrivent resources. This 
continued support has greatly ex-
panded the success of the Brookings 
Area Habitat for Humanity. 

It gives me great pleasure to recog-
nize Thrivent Aid for Lutherans and to 
congratulate them on receiving this 
well-earned award and wish them con-
tinued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING OKICIYAPI TIPI 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Okiciyapi Tipi for re-
ceiving the Supporter of the Year 
Award from the South Dakota Habitat 
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